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CAMPUS UNIVERSITY
Challenge pushes disability awareness
Archer’s Challenge, a week-
long city-wide event organized 
by undeclared sophomore 
Archer Hadley, rolled onto 
campus yesterday.
The event challenged par-
ticipants to spend the day in a 
wheelchair and raised money 
for Rosedale, a special needs 
school in Austin, Hadley said.
“The challenge is to have 
them spend a period of their 
day, or their whole day, in a 
manual wheelchair to experi-
ence the challenges that some-
body like me experiences in 
the chair on a day to day ba-
sis,” Hadley said.
Hadley, who was diagnosed 
with cerebral palsy as an in-
fant, founded the event as a 
senior at Austin High School 
after he was locked outside in 
the rain because the school 
lacked automatic doors. 
The event raised $90,000 
the first year and has since 
then expanded into a city-
wide program that has raised 
more than $142,000 for elec-
tronic doors at five Austin 
high schools, according to a 
press release.
“I literally got stuck out 
in the rain, got soaking wet, 
and that was the final straw 
for me,” Hadley said. “I went 
home to my mom and asked 
her what we could do, and 
here we are.”
UT President Grego-
ry Fenves attended the 
wheelchair distribution 
Tuesday morning and said 
Hadley has demonstrated 
great leadership by organizing 
the event.
“That’s part of the educa-
tion here — students learn 
how to be leaders,” Fenves 
said. “Archer has certainly 
demonstrated that in his 
motivation and his organiza-
tional skills and his leadership 
skills by putting this whole 
By Paul Cobler
@PaulCobler
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Threatened 
UT land 
marked as 
historic site
Located on UT Sys-
tem-owned land in west 
Austin, one of Texas’ first 
desegregated golf courses 
was added to the National 
Trust for Historic Preser-
vation’s 11 Most Endan-
gered Historic Places list 
last week.
The Lions Municipal 
Golf Course is a part of 
the Brackenridge Tract, 
approximately 500 acres 
of land donated to UT by 
former Board of Regents 
member George W. Brack-
enridge in 1910 with the 
purpose of advancing and 
promoting education. The 
land is located on Lake 
Austin Boulevard and was 
never developed because 
of the distance between it 
and the University. 
“As the complex strug-
gle for racial justice con-
tinues to take center stage 
across America, places 
like Austin’s Lions Mu-
nicipal Golf Course have 
much to teach us about 
peaceful efforts towards 
increased human decency 
and respect,” Stephanie 
Meeks, president and 
CEO of the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation, 
said in a press release. “But 
[the Lions Municipal Golf 
Course] cannot continue 
to highlight an important 
side of the American story 
unless we take action to 
preserve it as a resource 
for its community.” 
In 2009, the System re-
vealed potential plans to 
turn the land into com-
mercial real estate.
The Preservation has 
identified more than 270 
sites it considers historic 
treasures since 1988. The 
designation is intended 
By Van Nguyen
@nguyen_van
CAMPUS
Students rally for voter registration
By Sarah Philips
@sarahphilips23
Jenan Taha | Daily Texan Staff
Students scramble to voter registration booths in the West Mall on the final day of registration. Hook the Vote, as well as other 
campus groups, set up these booths for last-minute sign ups.
Dressed from head to 
toe in red, white and blue, 
Rosie Zander, campus di-
rector for University Dem-
ocrats, was one of many 
volunteers Tuesday evening 
who flagged down students 
heading home from class 
and encouraged them to 
register to vote before the 
midnight deadline.
The registration rally was 
hosted on the Main Mall by 
Hook the Vote, UT Votes, 
Texas Rising and UDems. 
All of the organizations 
had their own volunteer 
deputy registrars. 
English junior Alex 
Arias is voting in a presi-
dential election for the first 
time. She registered to vote 
at the rally and is support-
ing Hillary Clinton in the 
election.
“This election is bigger 
than most, not just with 
the candidates, it’s the 
first presidential election 
I’m able to vote in,” Arias 
said. “I really need Hillary 
to win so Donald Trump 
doesn’t get it.”
Mathematics freshman 
Zayla Neveu is undecided 
in the presidential elec-
tion, but was convinced by 
a recent UT panel about 
the election that she needs 
to vote.
“At first, I wasn’t plan-
ning on voting because I 
didn’t want to support ei-
ther of the candidates, but I 
went to a lecture about the 
2016 election and it made 
me realize that my vote 
matters, so I’m just going 
to pick one,” Neveu said.
Neveu said she’s been 
watching the debates to 
make her decision but still 
hasn’t decided on who she 
will support. Neveu said 
she thinks eligible voters 
who didn’t register should 
have done so in case they 
change their minds in the 
next month.
“That’s why I decided 
to register,” Neveu said. “I 
don’t want to miss out just 
in case I do end up lean-
ing toward a candidate by 
election day.”
Bailey Schumm, pub-
lic health and government 
junior, is the agency di-
rector for Hook the Vote, 
an organization focused 
on turning out the vote 
on campus. Schumm and 
her friends became vol-
unteer deputy registrars 
to help people who are 
unfamiliar with the regis-
tration process.
“I have seen a lot of 
people not very familiar 
with the voter registration 
process so anything we can 
do to help other students is 
really inspiring,” Schumm 
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HOLIDAYWORLD
Coming Out Day evokes UT prideGroup sells butterbeer 
to aid Syrian refugees
Angel Ulloa | Daily Texan Staff
QTSA members Josh Rudd and Sarah Herzer celebrate Nation-
al Coming Out day by encouraging students to register to vote, 
in order to promote a better society for the LBTQ community.
By Kayla Meyertons
@kemeyertons
By Marina Vences
@Marina_Vences
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Rainbow emojis flooded 
Facebook and Twitter feeds 
Tuesday for the 28th anniver-
sary of National Coming Out 
Day, an annual LGBT aware-
ness day.
National Coming Out 
Day promotes a safe world 
for lesbian, gay, transgender, 
bisexual and queer individu-
als to live open and honest 
lives, according to the Human 
Rights Campaign.
Student Body President Kev-
in Helgren said he is fortunate 
to have had a strong support 
system of family and friends 
when he came out as gay. 
“I realize that’s a luxury 
and a privilege and not many 
members of the LGBTQ com-
munity have that,” Helgren, 
a neuroscience and psychol-
ogy senior, said. “So in terms 
of the notion behind National 
Coming Out Day, it’s impor-
tant to send a really stark mes-
sage to people who may be 
sifting through that sort of 
internal dialogue.” 
Linguistics junior Josh Rudd, 
co-director of Student Govern-
ment’s Queer & Trans Students 
Alliance, said National Coming 
Out Day is important for people 
who feel comfortable coming 
out to the opportunity to do so. 
“I think it’s really important 
especially to note that it’s not a 
requirement to come out and 
that some people can’t or don’t 
feel safe doing so,” Rudd said. 
QTSA serves as an 
umbrella group for all LGBT 
organizations on campus and 
hosts community-wide events 
throughout the year. The 
agency promotes lead-
The UT Harry Potter 
Alliance set up on the West 
Mall Tuesday for their An-
nual Butterbeer Sale to 
benefit Syrian refugees via 
the United Muslim Relief 
Syria Emergency Fund.
The organization spent 
the day selling butterbeer, 
a popular beverage from 
the “Harry Potter” series, 
in order to raise money 
for charity. 
Anthropology junior 
Brianna Szymanski, an of-
ficer in the club, said they 
choose a different cause 
every year and picked 
the United Muslim Relief 
Fund because it is an im-
portant cause to highlight. 
By raising money the fund 
is able to give humani-
tarian aid to those who 
need it.
The alliance sold cups 
of the “wizarding drink” 
for a dollar and donated 
all of the profits to the 
relief fund.
“With everything that is 
happening in the Middle 
East we all decided that 
this was a cause we wanted 
to promote and donate 
to,” Szymanski said. “[Stu-
dents] are not buying but-
terbeer to fund our organi-
zation, the money goes to 
other people.”
Claire Norris, radio-
television-film sopho-
more and member of the 
HPA, said they chose 
to work with the Unit-
ed Muslim Relief fund 
I think it’s really impor-
tant especially to note 
that it’s not a require-
ment to come out and 
that some people can’t 
or don’t feel safe doing 
so.
—Josh Rudd, 
Linguistics junior
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Sophomore RTF major Madison Gordon draws free portraits outside the Co-Op Art Store to promote their recent sale on Tuesday. 
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Archer Hadley and a group of students volunteered to partici-
pate in the Archer Challenge. The challenge allows others to 
experience what it’s like to spend a day in a wheelchair. 
said. “There are a ton of 
questions that aren’t an-
swered very well.”
Schumm wore socks 
that said “Vote!” as she 
helped students fill 
out registration forms. 
Schumm said the rally 
was an attempt to boost 
participation in the 
democratic process.
“It’s good to have an 
event so people can kind 
of know exactly where 
they can go,” Schumm 
said. “It’s a lot of fun, we 
have food and music, in-
centivizing people regis-
tering to vote even more.”
The deadline to regis-
ter to vote was midnight 
on Oct. 11. Students must 
bring their registration 
certificate and a photo ID 
to the polls when they go 
to vote. Students can early 
vote at the Flawn Academ-
ic Center from Oct. 24 
to Nov. 4. 
VOTE
continues from page 1
to draw attention to endan-
gered historic sites, and the 
potential for construction on 
the land has raised alarm for 
those at the trust.
The listing does not add 
any formal barriers to con-
struction but is a way for the 
trust to bring awareness of 
the issue to a more national 
level, according to Juvenio 
Guerra, public affairs spe-
cialist for the NTHP.
The golf course lies on 141 
of the 345 acres donated by 
Brackenridge and has been 
leased to the city of Austin 
since 1924 for use. This lease 
will end in 2019.
Over the summer, Nation-
al Park Services added the 
golf course to the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
According to Jenny LaCoste-
Caputo, executive director of 
media relations and exter-
nal communications at the 
UT System, this designation 
does not place any additional 
restrictions on the develop-
ment of the property. 
The University received 
recommendations from 
master plans developed by a 
hired firm in 2009 to develop 
the land into commercial real 
estate but has not yet stated 
whether they plan to act on 
the development plans.
Save Muny is a local orga-
nization dedicated to saving 
the golf course from con-
struction. Ken Tiemann, a 
member of Save Muny, has 
said before if the Univer-
sity is serious about fulfilling 
the intent of Brackenridge, 
they should embrace Save 
Muny’s plans to preserve the 
historic course. According 
to Tiemann, Brackenridge’s 
progressive views on race 
should play a significant role 
in defining the use of the 
land he generously granted 
to UT.
“From a PR standpoint, 
developing an acknowl-
edged civil rights landmark 
is probably not something 
UT wants to be known for; 
especially when so much can 
be gained from embracing 
the educational and cultural 
value of the historic site,” 
Tiemann said in an email.
LAND
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Lewis Brownlow practices putting near the lion statue in front of the Lion Municipal Golf 
Course which borders Lake Austin.
ership within LGBT 
communities around 
the University. 
Sarah Herzer,  political com-
munication and ancient his-
tory sophomore, said National 
Coming Out Day gives people 
in the closet something to look 
forward to. 
“Before I was ever out, I 
would see National Coming 
Out Day as a day of just seeing 
what life could be like and the 
possibilities of being in a place 
in my life in which I would be 
able to be out and free to talk 
with whomever about my sex-
uality and about being a queer 
woman,” Herzer said. “I think 
it’s great.”
Herzer, however, said 
discrimination is still very 
present on college cam-
puses and she urges stu-
dents who are not part of 
the LGBT community to 
be conscious and aware 
of any homophobia or 
active discrimination 
on campus. 
“Its important for us to 
say as a University [we’re] 
committed to diversity 
and inclusion,” Helgren 
said. “You matter. You 
belong here.”
COMING OUT
continues from page 1
RESEARCH
Fifteen undergraduate 
students are competing to 
advance as finalists in the 
Texas Student Research 
Showdown. The show-
down is an opportunity for 
these students to present 
their research on a variety 
of topics, ranging from the 
Ugandan bridal industry to 
idiopathic scoliosis.  
Any current undergradu-
ate student can vote on the 
research video presenta-
tions that are uploaded on 
the Office of Undergradu-
ate Research website. Vot-
ing began Oct. 5 and once 
it ends Oct. 19, the three 
researchers with the most 
votes will advance to the 
showdown on Nov. 15. 
They will give presentations 
to a panel of judges, and 
the first-place winner will 
receive $1,500.
Economics junior Joy You-
wakim’s research focused on 
sustainable agriculture. Her 
research revealed that sor-
ghum production is both 
more economically sound 
and environmentally friend-
ly than corn production. 
Youwakim said this allowed 
her to connect her passion 
for environmental conser-
vation with her knowledge 
of economics.
“I would say that my re-
search is pretty interdisci-
plinary as we have a math 
model for the farming plan, 
and I explain my results 
through economics,” You-
wakim said. “I’m trying 
to show that we can feed 
more people too where it’s 
feasible and cost-efficient 
for everybody and good 
for the environment. As an 
undergraduate, I’m just do-
ing what I can, trying to get 
better at research so in the 
 future I won’t have to go 
over so many roadblocks.”
Nathan Wong, physics 
and philosophy fifth-year, 
said his goal is to be a re-
searcher who can effectively 
communicate his findings to 
the general public, and he 
thinks the Showdown would 
be a great way to achieve 
this goal.
“The video presentations 
and the six-minute physi-
cal presentation in front of a 
panel is personal test for me 
to see whether I can bridge 
the gap better between ‘non-
scientists’ and scientific re-
searchers,” Wong said.
Robert Reichle, senior 
program coordinator for 
the Office of Undergradu-
ate Research, said that by 
participating in research, 
students have the chance to 
find out what they are ac-
tually interested in by get-
ting deeper exposure to a 
certain topic.
“When undergraduate 
students get involved in re-
search, they get involved in 
the creation of knowledge,” 
Reichle said. “Sometimes 
students do research in a 
field they thought they were 
going into and realize the 
day-to-day reality in that 
is not interesting to them 
in the way they thought it 
would be.”
UT research shines at Showdown
By Miguel Robles
@_miguelrobles
I’m trying to show 
that we can feed more 
people too where it’s 
feasible and cost-effi-
cient for everybody and 
good for the  
environment.
—Joy Youwakim
Economics junior
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day together.” 
Hadley said he still faces 
new challenges while navigat-
ing around UT’s campus as 
a student.
“There are lots of accessibil-
ity challenges around campus,” 
Hadley said. “Our number one 
goal is increasing the accessi-
bility signage around campus 
and [making] sure it is easy 
for students like me and other 
folks in chairs to know where 
to go to use the button and all 
that jazz.”
Fenves said the University 
can improve by making cam-
pus more accessible to students 
with mobility challenges.
“We want our campus to 
be open and accessible for all 
students, and every student to 
feel that they have a place at 
the University of Texas to get 
an education and be success-
ful, and that includes students 
of limited mobility,” Fenves 
said. “This is a great way of 
educating our students about 
the issues of accessibility and 
where we need to improve as 
a University.”
Psychology senior Arun 
Sethi said Hadley’s message 
motivated him to participate 
in the event. 
“Archer came and spoke at 
our spirit group meeting, Ab-
solute Texas, and it made me 
realize how difficult it must be 
sometimes being in his posi-
tion,” Sethi said. “The more I 
think about it the more I re-
alize that it’s still not an easy 
campus to get around, so I just 
want to see what it’s like and 
help as much as I can once I get 
a good firsthand experience.”
HPA
continues from page 1
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Archer Hadley and a group of students volunteered to partici-
pate in the Archer Challenge. The challenge allows others to 
experience what it’s like to spend a day in a wheelchair. 
to UT.
“From a PR standpoint, 
developing an acknowl-
edged civil rights landmark 
is probably not something 
UT wants to be known for; 
especially when so much can 
be gained from embracing 
the educational and cultural 
value of the historic site,” 
Tiemann said in an email.
ARCHER
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Hurt shares excitement for big-data revolution
BUSINESS
By Will Clark
@_willclark_
By Autumn Sanders
@AutumnKSanders
Toward the end of her 
high school experience, 
Plan II freshman Margaret 
Siu was struck with an idea: 
to create a collegiate-level 
literary magazine. 
By the end of this semes-
ter, Siu said she hopes her 
magazine, called Apricity, 
will be ready to submit their 
first print edition to Colum-
bia Scholastic Press Asso-
ciation for a Crown Award, 
which recognizes superior 
student media.
“I noticed that UT had not 
had a Crown Award for com-
petitive magazine in quite 
a long time,” Siu said. “The 
last Crown was won in the 
late eighties.” 
Siu cites the Columbia Press 
Association Crown Awards 
as vital to growing small 
publications’ readership.
“The Press Association is 
more focused on content,” 
Siu said. “Most publications 
would like to win, especially 
when they’re trying to get off 
the ground.”
Though the magazine’s chief 
aim is competition, Siu hopes 
its presence on campus will 
be helpful to creative students 
seeking alternative outlets 
of publication. 
“I wanted to give students 
another platform to express 
themselves and to promote 
their voices,” Siu said. “Espe-
cially in this generation, we’re 
filled with multiple kinds of 
voices. We’re the next leader-
ship of our country.”
The magazine publishes lit-
erary work, but it also utilizes 
its website to publish videos of 
performances and music. 
“It’s a multimedia literary 
magazine, so we don’t just fo-
cus on poetry or prose,” said 
Apricity associate editor Mad-
eline Richter-Atkinson, Plan II 
freshman. “We combine those 
elements and added music and 
performing arts.”
Apricity is currently in the 
process of trying to become a 
Plan II-affiliated publication. 
This means they would be 
eligible for funding reserved 
for scholastic projects in the 
honors program. 
“The Plan II community 
has a history of sponsoring 
projects like this one. They’re 
a very ambitious group of peo-
ple who have the push for this,” 
said Apricity Web Editor Sahib 
Chandnani, computer science 
and Plan II freshman.
Siu hopes to establish 
Apricity as a non-profit and 
donate all the proceeds to 
charity. She says this devel-
opment may not happen 
 for a while. 
“If we exceed our 
minimum budget, we want 
to set aside some of the mon-
etary aspect for philanthropic 
purposes,” Siu said. “We want 
to look at some education-fo-
cused charities, but we’re still 
soul searching.”
Apricity is currently tak-
ing submissions on a rolling 
basis and encourages stu-
dents of all majors to sub-
mit their work through the 
magazine’s website.
CAMPUS
Student literary magazine offers creative outlet
because certain atti-
tudes toward immigrants 
are problematic.
“We are an organiza-
tion that does a lot of 
philanthropy and volun-
teering so we fundraise 
for different reasons,” 
Norris said. “With Syrian 
refugees and other immi-
grants there isn’t usually 
a great reception by U.S. 
citizens and we want to 
raise money to get them 
necessary supplies.”
Undeclared sopho-
more Carina Pena sup-
ported the fundraiser 
and said she thinks it is 
important to help people 
from different parts of 
the world.
“I decided to buy some 
butterbeer because I love 
‘Harry Potter’ and it’s a 
good cause,” Pena said. 
“The Syrian immigrant 
[and] refugee problem 
is something that affects 
not only Syria, but a lot 
of different countries 
and people so I think try-
ing to help those people 
is important.”
Though the organiza-
tion is gaining publicity 
by tabling and getting 
people to buy the but-
terbeer, Szymanski said 
that is not the goal of 
the sale. 
Szymanski also wants 
to remind people that 
the refugees are more 
than a popular hashtag.
“It’s nice that our orga-
nization is getting pub-
licity for this, but that 
isn’t what we are trying 
to accomplish,” Szyman-
ski said. “It’s not just a 
trending topic,  [refu-
gees] are people too.”
Courtesy of Margaret Siu 
Plan II freshman Margaret Siu launched Apricity, a new literary magazine this semester focus-
ing on multimedia content rather than just poetry and prose.
The Press Association 
is more focused on 
content. Most publica-
tions would like to win, 
especially when they’re 
trying to get off  
the ground.
—Margaret Siu
Plan II freshman
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Entrepreneur Brett Hurt gives “Tex Talks”a lecture at the AT&T Conference Center on his experiences with software develop-
ment and starting businesses throughout his life.
Austin entrepreneur and 
UT alum Brett Hurt has 
started five different tech 
companies but said his lat-
est company, data.world, 
has the greatest potential to 
change the world.
Tuesday evening in the 
AT&T Executive Education 
and Conference Center, the 
co-founder and CEO dis-
cussed how his company 
will utilize millions of un-
tapped data sets during 
an Entrepreneurship Live! 
speaker series.
Most data is stored in 
what Hurt describes as “si-
los,” vast information de-
posits in sometimes unread-
able formats. Hurt’s vision 
is to make fragmented sets 
of data more widely avail-
able on a shared platform, 
by compiling the data into a 
single website.   
“This company has the 
potential to accelerate the 
cure for cancer, accelerate 
the cure for climate change, 
accelerate the cure for pov-
erty,” Hurt said. “Any prob-
lem you can imagine usually 
has a solution that lies in the 
data. If we do this right it 
will become the world’s re-
source for the world’s most 
important data.”
In July, Hurt launched his 
startup, which Fast Com-
pany magazine described as 
“the social network for data 
nerds.” The company gives 
tools to its users to collabo-
rate and comment on each 
other’s research and analyze 
their own data.    
The speaker series Hurt 
was invited to is hosted by 
the Herb-Kelleher Cen-
ter for Entrepreneurship, 
Growth, and Renewal and 
broadcasted by the TEX-
Talks podcast and focuses 
on entrepreneurship in the 
Austin community. 
“Being an entrepreneur, 
you have to have a tremen-
dous amount of energy,” 
Hurt said. “There’s a ro-
mance at the beginning of 
entrepreneurship where you 
can really fall in love with 
the idea, you can fall in love 
with your co-founders. That 
romance is always there to 
some extent if you truly fell 
in love with the mission.”
Before the talk, Kur-
tis White, a software 
development manager at 
one of Hurt’s startups Ba-
zaarvoice, said he was ex-
cited about what Hurt will 
do with big data.
“He’s a dynamic leader,” 
White said. “They’re try-
ing to make it a lot easier to 
access and to store and 
for other people to 
build on top of the data 
they’ve collected.”
Caleb Rudow, a graduate 
student at the LBJ School 
of Public Affairs said a tool 
like this has the potential to 
help students. 
“I didn’t get as much of the 
nitty-gritty open data stuff, 
but I loved the talk,” Rudow 
said. “It’s really exciting to find 
a repository for data because 
it would have made my life a 
lot easier.”
There’s a romance at 
the beginning of entre-
preneurship where you 
can really fall in love 
with the idea, you can 
fall in love with your 
co-founders.
—Brett Hurt
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       R
E
C
Y
C
L
E
♲
AFTER 
READING 
YOUR COPY 
Angel Ulloa| Daily Texan Staff
Brianna Szymanski, left, and Claire Norris, right, Fund-
raised to benefit Syrian refugees by selling butterbeer.
The most cited examples of polling error this 
election cycle have been the U.K.’s referendum 
to leave the EU and the failed polling of the 
Colombia-FARC peace treaty. While these are 
valid reasons to question the accuracy of mod-
ern surveys, there are a host of reasons why the 
U.S. election will be better predicted. 
It is unlikely that the problems with polling 
in the U.K. and Colombia will appear in U.S. 
election polls. Unlike “Brexit” polling — in 
which results frequently bounced between 
Leave and Remain — pollsters are painting a 
clear, blue picture of this election that contains 
almost no volatility. Unlike in Colombia, 2016 
primary polls and results don’t suggest that a 
Trump-styled “spiral of silence” or Bradley/
Wilder effect even exists. Our turnout models 
also have a good track record.
The question then is: Will Brexit or Colom-
bia-style error happen in America come Nov. 
8? Can that error be enough for Trump to close 
that gap?
Probably not. Moving back in time, the pop-
ular story of polling inaccuracy starts in 1948 
with the famous “Dewey Defeats Truman” mis-
fire. The error in 1948’s pre-election polls arose 
from the use of quota sampling, a method that 
has since been proven to have major bias to-
ward Republicans. Pollsters now use probabil-
ity sampling — a more accurate measuring tool 
than quota sampling .
This suggests that methodological improve-
ments to polls have given surveyors better voter 
preference information, a suggestion echoed 
by Gallup’s archive of trial heat polls. On top of 
this, there are other pollsters that are even bet-
ter measurers. Moving even further, predictive 
power in polling is increased when we pool 
polls. Indeed, aggregates of polls have been 
used by election forecasters as the foundation 
for statistical models that correctly predict elec-
tion outcomes . 
The Upshot election blog all but proved 
this by showing that variance in polls can 
occur even with identical data. Although 
the four polls they reported had a spread 
of five points, an average of the polls 
showed a clear 1.6 percentage point lead 
for Hillary Clinton — on par with other 
reliable averages at the time. 
In sum, we have all the reason to believe 
that polls this year will be accurate, as they 
were in 2008 and 2012, especially with the 
added predictive power of election fore-
casts. Arguments otherwise may fall victim 
to wishful thinking or analyses that aren’t 
holistic, or both. Polls are clearly telling 
measures of voter preference — much more 
so than relying on punditry, as epitomized 
by Trump’s rise in the 2016 GOP Primary.
Morris is a government junior from 
Port Aransas. 
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this topic, our sources spoke to us on the condi-
tion of anonymity.
For those that do not attend UT, the tradi-
tions surrounding Red River Rivalry Week-
end are confusing. Traditionally, male social 
organizations on campus arrange a three-
day trip to Dallas. This often means the girls 
can only go if they’re invited by a male in 
one of these groups. 
The overall expectation is that the male 
party will pay for the hotel and bar tab, and 
in exchange, the female party is expected to 
painstakingly sand, prime and paint a UT-
themed cooler to hold alcohol for the week-
end. The problem lies in the inherently un-
equal nature of these expectations. 
“The cooler was seen as some sort of 
gift,” said a junior in the College of Liberal 
Arts, who wishes to remain anonymous, in 
an email. “I know that this is protocol, but 
it just seemed to play into very traditional 
gender roles, where the male is chivalrous 
for paying for my ticket, and I am just do-
ing my job by buying him alcohol.” 
An anonymous senior in the McCombs 
School of Business said that her freshman 
year OU date said “no” to a soft cooler, 
wanting a decorated hard cooler instead. 
For boys in social groups, an intricately de-
signed cooler and the value of the alcohol 
inside of it are a source of pride, revealing a 
culture that values material wealth over the 
company of a date. 
She was so traumatized by the additional 
expectation that she had to share a bed with 
her date that she snuck out of the hotel to 
sleep at her parents’ Dallas home. “I hated 
the fact that I knew that my date would 
force me to get drunk, and my friends and 
I were all worried they’d try and hook up 
with us,” she said. 
While this source was lucky enough to 
avoid the situation, some are not as fortunate. 
Another anonymous business junior, who 
is a member of Greek life, went to Dallas 
with a close friend and fraternity member, 
expecting to have a fun-filled weekend. After 
consuming alcohol, “he made advances on 
[her] that [she] was not comfortable with,” 
even though she is religious, and he knew 
about her views on chastity. 
After the assault, she said, “I sat on the 
floor for half an hour and just cried. He 
didn’t acknowledge it. We still haven’t 
exchanged words.” Furthermore, she ac-
knowledged, “I’m not the only one that this 
happened to, and that’s the sad part.” 
Another thing that plays into the culture of OU 
weekend is the misplaced and overemphasized 
role that alcohol plays. “It’s this weekend that’s 
hyped up,” she said. “You’re supposed to be drink-
ing a lot. It’s supposed to be festive.” 
Intoxicants, combined with a mentality 
that the girl owes the guy something for pay-
ing for her trip contribute to the culture that 
allows sexual assaults like these to happen. 
“You feel obligated to go with whatever he 
plans since he’s footing the bill,” she said. Be-
cause of this, the source advocates that, in the 
future, the girl volunteer pay for half of the costs 
so that the male is less likely to assume an ex-
pectation of sex. She also suggests a candid con-
versation between both parties before the actual 
weekend happens about sleeping arrangements 
and alcohol consumption, encouraging girls to 
voice concern and “take an active role.” This, 
combined with a concerted effort from the guy’s 
part, is a step in the right direction to facilitate a 
shift in this toxic culture.
Rahman is a Plan II and business sophomore 
from Austin. 
COLUMN
OU weekend traditions promote sexism
By Mehraz Rahman
Daily Texan Columnist 
@MehrazR
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On Saturday, Robert DeNiro announced that 
he wanted to punch Donald Trump in the face. 
By now thousands of voters have probably sent 
DeNiro a few hundred pairs of boxing gloves 
and brass knuckles. Experts are still unsure if the 
wrath of the Corleone family can successfully 
knock Trump out of the race. 
Trump’s secret to lasting in this political ring 
is neither his wealth nor his “charm.” Instead, 
Trump uses his conversational speaking style to 
mislead the audience. Of course, the toupee defi-
nitely helps too.
Whether it’s at a rally or on the debate stage, 
The Donald will often dodge an important 
question or justify a claim by shouting buzz-
words, catchphrases and dubious statistics. 
These responses redirect the viewer’s attention 
to a related issue while avoiding the nature of 
the question. In the speech and debate commu-
nity, this form of persuasion is called a “moving 
target,” and Trump loves using it. 
During Sunday night’s presidential debate 
Trump was asked if his behavior set a posi-
tive example for today’s youth. His response 
quickly veered from, “I guess I have been 
a politician,” to the questionable claim that 
Obamacare drove health insurance prices up 
“68 percent, 59 percent, [and] 71 percent.” 
Trump made sure to remind voters that he 
would make America great again four times, 
but deliberately left out his endorsement by the 
KKK, his past offensive remarks and his recent 
“locker room talk.” In essence, Trump ignored 
the question to excite his voters with easily di-
gestible quips and unexplained statistics.
When moderator Anderson Cooper 
pressed Trump about his “locker room ban-
ter,” Trump responded, “No, I didn’t say that 
at all … It’s locker room talk, and it’s one of 
those things. I will knock the hell out of ISIS. 
We’re going to defeat ISIS. ISIS happened a 
number of years ago in a vacuum that was 
left because of bad judgment. And I will tell 
you, I will take care of ISIS.” “Forrest Trump” 
successfully “moved the target” by complete-
ly shifting focus off of his behavior and onto 
patriotic fervor.
This conversational misdirection can be 
seen off the debate stage, as well. During his 
August rally here in Austin, Trump claimed 
that his administration would restore law 
and order, but immediately sidetracked. 
“The Toupee’d Tornado” took the opportu-
nity to spend a full two minutes thanking 
local law enforcement, while only allocat-
ing 30 seconds to how he planned to achieve 
his crime goals. That was the end of his 
talk on crime (which amounted to, “I’ll ap-
point someone else to handle it”). Without 
addressing the nature of American crime, 
its causes or his so-called solution, Trump 
turned a policy discussion into a buzzword-
fest which earned him ten seconds of ap-
plause.
As election day draws near, voters must be 
vigilant of Trump’s misleading political tactics. 
Duran is an international relations and 
global studies freshman from Spring.
Trump fails to provide answers during debate
By Nrhari Duran
Daily Texan Columnist 
@bboydeadfish
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POINT COUNTER POINT
Polling offers largley accurate 
method of predicting elections
Polls fail to provide accurate 
look into public conscious 
By G. Elliott Morris
Daily Texan Senior Columnist 
@gelliottmorris
  The democratic value of public opinion poll-
ing is hard to deny: how could popular sover-
eignty exist without a tangible way to capture 
public sentiment on the subject at hand? Yet 
readers should be skeptical of attempts to predict 
political outcomes based on opinion surveys.
In recent years, the predictive reliability of 
polling has been humbled. Polls inaccurately 
predicted the results of multiple 2014 Senate 
race and the 2016 state primaries, and failed to 
gauge referendums on Scottish independence 
and Brexit. 
The traditional polling methodology is 
clearly faltering. Assumptions of representa-
tive random sampling and error quantifica-
tions no longer hold. Even Gallup, Inc. would 
forgo making any election predictions this 
cycle than further risk its reputation.   
Polls struggle to capture a sample that is 
representative of the broader population. 
Past voting history as an indicator is becom-
ing less reliable. Tech-savvy candidates, like 
Trump and Sanders, leverage social media to 
mobilize groups with historically low partici-
pation. This year, youth and minority voters 
defied the polls and led to primary upsets in 
Michigan and New Hampshire.    
Response rates to surveys fell to a paltry 9 
percent in 2012, and older, more conservative 
voters are more likely to respond, creating an-
other source of bias. Statistical methods exist to 
increase the reliability of a non-representative 
sample, but then polling becomes more art than 
science. The predictive value, the argument of 
objectivity as truth, doesn’t hold. It is dependent 
on who is conducting the analyses.   
Still, other issues with polls are inherent to 
the surveys themselves. The spiral of silence, 
a term coined by sociologist Elisabeth Noelle-
Neumann, states that individuals would rather 
not respond than express an unpopular opin-
ion when surveyed. This effect is now ampli-
fied by the news media’s power to frame issues, 
as well as the vitriol of political discourse on 
social media, both of which tend to be more 
populated by liberals.
This corroborates the unexpected outcomes 
of both the Brexit and Colombia peace referen-
dums. “Stay” and “Si,” respectively, were seen as 
the desirable responses, discouraging respon-
dents who opposed those options. The Conser-
vative victory in the 2015 U.K. elections invokes 
the spiral of silence on their supporters’ aversion 
to being labeled as “heartless.” 
We have little to lose from weaning our 
faith in polls as predictors and treating them 
as they are — useful but fallible descriptive 
measures. Better to put faith in our own po-
litical judgment than rely entirely on our trust 
in numbers.
Sun is a business honors, accounting and 
government junior from Sugar land.
By Diane Sun
Daily Texan Columnist 
@sun_diane
right answer.”
Huang and Lin both agree 
their ability to get along so well 
comes from a deep under-
standing and compassion for 
each other. 
“Whenever we encounter 
any difficulties, we always face 
it and try to solve it together,” 
Lin said. “If something good 
happens, he will be happy with 
me and if something bad hap-
pens, we’ll seek out solutions 
together. It feels good to al-
ways have a partner to face the 
world with.”
As for their next steps, 
Huang and Lin hope to get 
married and live in Texas for 
the long haul. 
“It can be hard for people 
our age to meet the right 
person,” Huang said. “We’re 
really lucky to have met each 
other. It’s hard to say why or 
when you realized that the 
person you’re going to spend 
the rest of your life with is 
the one. But I knew because 
when we got together we 
always affected each other 
in a good way. We admire 
one another.”
Desert proves inhospitable 
to the novel’s amicable tone. 
From “El Paso,” it seems as if 
Groom is a one-trick pony.
Groom doesn’t quite 
commit to seriousness or 
outright outlandishness. Ac-
knowledgment of the story’s 
ridiculousness would have 
been commendable, but the 
story’s lack of self-aware-
ness, made clear by corny di-
alogue, results in making its 
characters seem pitiful. 
In essence, what may have 
been delightful as a novella 
makes readers feel as if they 
are going on their own trek 
through the desert when 
it’s diluted to nearly 500 
pages of campiness, banal 
geniality and camaraderie. 
Groom’s first venture 
into fiction since the re-
lease of “Forrest Gump” 
30 years ago indicates that 
he may inclined to stick to 
the realm of nonfiction in 
the future. “El Paso” may 
be a roller coaster ride 
of action and adventure, 
but the chills it causes are 
only skin-deep. 
Overflowing with bombastic 
choruses, powerful basslines 
and a persistent synth, Phanto-
gram’s new album Three takes 
them far from their trip-hop 
beginnings and instead offers a 
choppy selection of nearly-psy-
chedelic songs, including several 
festival-ready anthems.
Fans expected Three to com-
bine the electro-rock begin-
nings of the band’s first two 
studio albums with their recent 
mainstream collaborations 
into a magnum opus. Instead 
of clearly defining their sound, 
they produced a sonically 
beautiful, but emotionally in-
consistent album. Here, they’ve 
appeared to abandon their rap 
influences in favor of a sleek 
electronic sound peppered with 
grimy beats.
“It’s bigger than life, it’s bigger 
than love, it’s bigger than us,” 
chants vocalist Sarah Barthel in 
the chorus of their thunderous 
“Run Run Blood.” The longest 
track on the album at close to 
five minutes, the song is a high 
tempo adrenaline rush that 
you would expect to be played 
in a nightclub on the TV show 
“Skins.” The song’s lyrics reflect 
what Phantogram was trying 
to do with this album, but they 
ended up juggling too many 
different sounds. 
Albums generally reflect the 
emotional state of the musi-
cians creating it, and Barthel 
puts a sad watermark on Three 
from her sister’s death earlier 
in the year. The album kicks off 
with the mostly instrumental 
“Funeral Pyre,” a fittingly dark 
and angry song that wails to 
the sky. “Answer” is a nostalgic, 
desperate ballad that begs to 
be played through the grainy 
speakers of a thrift store turnta-
ble. One song later, “Destroyer” 
starts with a minute-long whis-
pering of guitar strings before 
suddenly cranking it up to 11 
with an anthemic booming un-
til it ends with the somber lyrics 
“I’m all alone.”
From this sadness stems the 
dichotomy of the album; spliced 
between these sorrowful songs 
are upbeat, club-ready bangers. 
Both “Answer” and “Destroyer” 
are nostalgic, somewhat slow 
songs, but “Run Run Blood” is 
eclectic and “Calling All” tells 
listeners that “We all got a little 
bit of hoe in us” while implor-
ing them to dance and shake. 
These whimsical changes in 
themes make Three seem like 
a collection of superb but dis-
jointed singles. Listeners may 
be turned off by the broad 
range of emotions they feel 
upon listening.
The album’s lead single “You 
Don’t Get Me High Anymore” 
is a refreshing tour de force of 
a song. With a deep, solemn 
bassline and a unique chorus, 
the single showcases Phan-
togram’s technical prowess at 
the mixing boards and proves 
they’ve learned how to make 
earworm songs that burrow 
into listener’s minds. Fitting-
ly, the single exposes Three’s 
one uniting instrumentation 
across all songs: the jarring 
synthesizer. While the song has 
actual lyrics, the star of the show 
undoubtedly is the bass-heavy 
synth melody that dominates 
the chorus. Already creeping 
up the charts, the radio-friendly 
single is more of a synth-along 
than a sing-along, flourish-
ing with a delicious hook and 
impeccable melody. 
On Three, Phantogram offers 
10 instantly enjoyable songs that 
show just how polished they’ve 
made their brand of electronic 
music. Clearly showing their 
hip-hop influences, each song 
is excellent in its own right, but 
the album as a whole doesn’t 
feel like a painting or completed 
work of art. Instead, it feels more 
like a palette that had its colors 
swirled together.
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ALBUM REVIEW | ‘THREE’
Phantogram delivers catchy, disjointed new record
By Victor Trevino
@vicdts
EL PASO
continues from page 8
LOVE
continues from page 8
Photo courtesy of 
Timothy Saccenti
Electro-pop duo 
Phantogram de-
livers a disjoint-
ed, pop-heavy 
release with their 
latest album 
Three.
THREE
Artist: Phantogram
Genre: Dream Pop
Rating: 
Offensive coordinator 
Sterlin Gilbert has a bevy 
of playmakers at his dis-
posal in his first year at 
Texas. Two of them sport 
the same name on the back 
of their jerseys, junior 
twin brothers D’Onta and 
Armanti Foreman.
 The two juniors joined 
Gilbert Tuesday night 
to discuss Texas’ No. 
17-ranked scoring offense, 
which averages 41 points 
per game. 
Foreman got off to a slow 
start against the Sooners 
Saturday, battling his nag-
ging abdomen injury. But 
he broke loose in the sec-
ond half, finishing the game 
with 159 rushing yards and 
two touchdowns. 
Foreman ranks No. 2 in 
the nation in rushing yards 
per game with 148.75. 
Even with Foreman’s gaudy 
numbers and school his-
tory of NFL running backs, 
Foreman said Tuesday 
he has not thought about 
leaving school early to turn 
pro. 
“Every time I step out on 
the field, I want to make a 
statement,” Foreman said. 
“I’m here, this is my time. 
I’m just trying to do what 
I’ve got to do.”
 Gilbert knows the cali-
ber player he has in the ju-
nior running back. And he 
said Texas plans to “ride” 
him. 
 “He’s a guy that we are 
definitely excited about,” 
Gilbert said. “He’s a bat-
tler. He was not 100-per-
cent healthy [against 
Oklahoma], and the kid 
went out and was de-
termined. He fought, he 
battled [for] the yards 
he got.”
While his brother has 
been busy running wild on 
opposing defenses, junior 
receiver Armanti Foreman 
has emerged as one of quar-
terback Shane Buechele’s 
top targets. 
Foreman eclipsed his 
career high for receptions 
in a season against Okla-
homa State two weeks ago 
— the Longhorns’ fourth 
game of the season. He has 
18 receptions now, most 
among all Texas receivers. 
Gilbert said he didn’t know 
what to expect out of the 
Foreman brothers, but he 
knows now. 
“It was really unknown 
for me, for really any of 
these guys,” Gilbert said. 
“Until you get to Notre 
Dame and the lights come 
on, you don’t quite know 
how a group of guys until 
you get in that scenario 
and that situation.” 
Foreman caught a touch-
down pass against Notre 
Dame and another against 
Oklahoma last week, show-
ing his growth since en-
tering the year with 21 
career receptions.
“I just think that I got 
too big for my own self,” 
Foreman said. “I just had 
to humble myself. I feel like 
that’s what I did. It’s kind of 
helping me now.”
After a near upset against 
Iowa State, Texas (13–2, 
5–0 Big 12) will travel north 
on I-35 to take on Baylor 
(15–5, 3–1 Big 12) in Waco 
on Wednesday.
The Longhorns hope to 
keep their Big 12 winning 
streak alive, but head coach 
Jerritt Elliott says the past two 
wins against Kansas State and 
Iowa State have raised con-
cerns.
“We need to find an iden-
tity,” Elliott said. “We just have 
to get in and watch some film 
and figure some things out.”
Texas’ defense has struggled 
throughout the season, rank-
ing last in the conference with 
13.11 digs per set. Baylor ranks 
second in digs with 16.11 per 
set, behind Iowa State at 16.34.
“Emotionally, we are not 
there [defensively],” Elliott 
said. “We are disconnected 
as a group at times. They put 
it in cruise control and don’t 
make things happen and other 
teams pounce on that from the 
defensive side.”
The Longhorns have al-
lowed the most kills per set 
in the conference at 13.54 and 
the second most aces per set 
at 1.19. Baylor has allowed the 
second least amount of kills 
per set at 11.68, but also shows 
some defensive weakness, al-
lowing 1.13 service aces per 
set.
Large leads also haven’t 
been safe with Texas’ defen-
sive issues. After extending a 
five-point lead up two games 
against the Cyclones in the 
third set of Saturday’s match, 
errors on defense and attacks 
helped Iowa State extend the 
match to five sets.
“For some reason, we didn’t 
have that urgency from the 
start,” senior outside hitter 
Paulina Prieto Cerame said. 
“Obviously, the fourth set was 
a wake-up call and in the fifth 
set you have to compete.”
Baylor’s junior outside hitter 
Katie Staiger poses a threat to 
the Longhorns’ defense. Staiger 
was voted the Big 12 Offensive 
Player of the Week for the 
third time this year on Oct. 10, 
ranking first in the conference 
in kills per set at 5.54. She’s 
coming off a 23-kill perfor-
mance in a sweep over TCU 
— her second 23-kill showing 
this season.
The Bears also boast wins 
over some of the nation’s top 
teams. Baylor defeated No. 
13 Washington State and top-
5 Big 12 teams Kansas State 
and TCU.
Still, Texas outranks Baylor 
in every offensive category. 
The Burnt Orange hold a par-
ticular advantage in kills per 
set, with 14.14 compared to 
Baylor’s 13.31. And the Long-
horns still hold the highest hit-
ting percentage in the Big 12 at 
30.2 percent.
Texas looks to capitalize in 
its strong offensive scheme 
and vamp up its defense 
on the road against Baylor 
at 7 p.m. 
“Baylor is playing at a 
very high level right now,” 
Elliott said. “If we play like 
[our past two games], with 
that defensive mentality, it’s 
going to be a tough night 
for us.”
“Major tryout alert 
             ”
Peter Jinkens
@PeterJinkens
TOP TWEET
Texas will kick off its fall 
season on Wednesday with a 
contest against St. Edward’s at 
Red and Charline McCombs 
Field.
The Longhorns have 
seven games on their one-
month fall schedule and 
will focus on replacing key 
starters they lost last sea-
son. Texas welcomes five 
newcomers to the program, 
who will compete for those 
starting roles.
Texas boasts an abundance 
of veteran experience on its 
roster, including seven se-
niors and five position start-
ers returning from its 38-16 
season that ended at the La-
fayette Regional. 
Senior pitcher Tiarra 
Davis, a member of the 
All-Big 12 First Team, and 
senior third baseman Ce-
lina Felix highlight the 
returning starters. 
Redshirt sophomore 
pitcher Erica Wright is still 
rehabbing an injury that kept 
her sidelined through the 
entire 2016 season and won’t 
pitch in the fall season, but 
she is expected to return in 
the spring.
 Freshman infielder Jade 
Gortarez will make her re-
turn to the softball field af-
ter spending her summer 
competing with the USA 
Baseball Women’s National 
Team. Additionally, new as-
sistant coach Tripp MacKay 
will make his Longhorn 
debut against the Hilltop-
pers. MacKay’s most recent 
coaching stop was with 
Oklahoma, where he helped 
the Sooners win the 2013 
National Championship.
 “[MacKay’s] specialty 
is with the offense,” head 
coach Connie Clark said 
on July 6. “But he studies 
every aspect of the game 
and prepares athletes at an 
exceptionally elite level. 
He will be a tremendous 
complement to our coach-
ing staff.”
 St. Edward’s finished 
its 2016 season with a 26-
24 record. The Hilltoppers 
boast a handful of talented 
hitters, headlined by senior 
infielder Alex Mayfield and 
sophomore infielder Me-
gan Hoffman. They also 
return their top pitcher 
from last season in senior 
Lauren Slatten.
 Texas will also face 
Temple College, McLen-
nan Community College 
and Galveston College in 
the fall season. The Long-
horns will conclude with 
their toughest competition 
and face UTSA on the road 
twice before finishing the 
season against Texas State 
in Austin on Nov. 10.
Texas and St. Edwards 
will take the field at 7:30 
p.m. on Wednesday.
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VOLLEYBALL
Texas looks for sixth straight conference win
By Leah Vann
@Vanntastic_Leah
SIDELINE
FOOTBALL
Foreman twins lead the way for
Gilbert’s high-powered offense
By Tyler Horka
@TexasTy95
SOFTBALL
Longhorns kick off 
fall season at home
Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Senior pitcher Tiarra Davis winds up for a pitch. Davis 
leads a veteran squad into the 2016-2017 season. 
By Claire Cruz
@claireecruz5
MLB
WASHINGTON
LOS ANGELES
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CHICAGO
SAN FRANCISCO
TODAY IN  
HISTORY
1907
The Chicago Cubs 
capture their first 
World Series title, 
defeating the Ti-
gers in five games.  
The Cubs won the 
title again in 1908 
—their last World 
Series victory. 
Women begin prepara-
tions for 2016-2017 
The Longhorns held 
their first practice of 2016-
17 Monday, consisting 
of a team meeting and a 
two-hour workout on the 
Frank Erwin Center court.
Texas is coming off a 
successful 2015-16 cam-
paign that culminated in 
an Elite Eight loss. How-
ever, head coach Karen 
Aston emphasized its time 
to focus on a new season.
“The point of today was 
to turn the page,” Aston 
said. “There’s not any point 
in talking about anything 
that we did last year because 
it’s over and it’s a new team. 
We lost some key pieces, 
but we also gained some.”
Additions to the team 
include freshmen guards 
Jada Underwood, Joyner 
Holmes and Alecia Sut-
ton. Holmes and Sut-
ton both ranked as top-6 
recruits in the nation, 
according to ESPN.
Aston was pleased 
with the freshmen’s ef-
forts in their first practice.
“I like their motors,” As-
ton said. “[Sutton] is com-
ing back off of injury from 
her senior year in high 
school so she’s still recov-
ering, but the other two 
who have been live with 
us have good motors. They 
have a lot of athletic abil-
ity and a lot of versatility.”
The freshman guards 
will learn from starting 
point guard Brooke Mc-
Carthy, who is returning 
for her junior season. Mc-
Carthy said the team start-
ed nervous, but found their 
“groove” later in practice. 
“We’re learning a lot, so 
I think it was a good first 
practice,” McCarthy said. 
The Longhorns have less 
than a month to prepare for 
an exhibition game with 
Tarleton State on Nov. 6. 
The regular season tips off 
a week later, when Texas 
travels to Palo Alto to take 
on Stanford on Nov. 14. 
-Shane Lewis
SPORTS 
BRIEFLY
Joshua Guerra| Daily Texan Staff
Senior outside hitter Paulina Prieto Cerame prepares to serve the ball. Cerame and the Longhorns look to stay undefeated in 
Big 12 play against Baylor.
Zoe Fu | Daily Texan Staff
Junior running back D’Onta Foreman breaks out of a tackle against Oklahoma on Oct. 8.  
Foreman ranks second in the country in rushing yards per game, averaging 148.75. 
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Wei-Hsiang Huang al-
ways dreamed of coming to 
the U.S., but the thought of 
leaving everything he knew 
scared him. There was only 
one person with whom he 
could think of beginning this 
new chapter of his life. 
“Seeing her, I immediately 
knew that she was the one 
for me,” Huang said. “It’s just 
a feeling that you get. Now, 
coming here, it’s the next big 
step in our lives.”
Wei-Hsiang Huang and 
Yu-Ting Lin, both operations 
research and industrial en-
gineering graduate students, 
met in 2011 playing bas-
ketball for their university’s 
engineering department in 
their home country of Tai-
wan. Lin had a boyfriend 
when they first met, so they 
began their relationship as 
good friends, but they soon 
discovered they had deeper 
feelings for one another. 
Huang, who is two years 
Lin’s senior, would always try 
to find little excuses to talk 
to Lin. 
“I always knew before be-
cause he would ask me stuff 
like when due dates were for 
assignments, even though he 
had plenty of other friends 
that he was closer with in that 
class,” Lin said. “[Then] he 
went away from Taiwan for 
a week and I was like ‘Wait, 
am I missing him? Am I re-
ally falling in love with him?’” 
As their graduation date 
loomed in the near future, 
Huang and Lin realized they 
would have to move away 
from home. Huang said em-
ployees in Taiwan are expect-
ed to work overtime without 
compensation and are paid 
less than workers in the U.S.
“The work environment in 
Taiwan is not very friendly,” 
Huang said “Working hours 
are long, from eight to six. 
I didn’t want to live a life 
like that.”
Although Huang and Lin 
have enjoyed their newfound 
freedom since moving to 
the U.S., they experienced 
culture shock adapting to 
university culture here. In 
Taiwan, classmates usually 
get lunch or dinner together 
after class. Here, Huang and 
Lin found it difficult to get to 
know their classmates. 
But for Lin, being away 
from her and Huang’s fami-
lies was the hardest part 
of adjusting.
“We moved here and real-
ized that we didn’t have any-
one and didn’t know anyone,” 
Lin said. “Everything seemed 
so unfamiliar. It made us re-
alize how important family 
is to us. We’re like our own 
family now.”
For their first semester, 
Huang and Lin did almost 
everything together — eat-
ing, living and even taking 
the same classes. They com-
pared notes and translated 
their lectures into their native 
language, Chinese.
“You get used to spending 
more time on things than 
others,” Lin said. “It was nice 
to have someone that you 
could discuss things with at 
anytime even though some-
times we still didn’t get the 
Two parallel worlds spin 
on the axis of historic El Paso. 
In his latest novel, Winston 
Groom, celebrated author of 
“Forrest Gump,” explores the 
collision that occurs when the 
inhabitants of these worlds 
come together.
The premise for the story 
sounds promising at first 
glance: In 1916, the U.S. is 
ruled by titans of industry 
who indulge in absurd ex-
cess from the comfort of New 
England mansions and coun-
try homes. These financial 
giants are tied to the desolate 
landscape across the country’s 
southern border by invest-
ments in land and cattle in 
northern Mexico.
There, lawlessness and vio-
lence take hold as the Mexi-
can Revolution brews in the 
Chihuahua desert and Sierra 
Madre. Revolutionaries led by 
the notorious Pancho Villa be-
gin to raid these their ranches 
and holdings, motivating the 
rich Americans to take action. 
One of these families, the 
fictional Shaughnessys of Bos-
ton, travel to secure their hold-
ings, but the operation turns 
sour when the family’s young 
children are captured by the 
rebel army. 
So begins the outlandish 
journey of a ragtag band of 
cowboys and underdogs to 
save them. 
The premise of the novel 
certainly provides enough 
material for what the cover 
bills as an “American Epic.” 
However, Groom’s careless 
execution instead drags the 
reader along for a bumpy and 
aimless ride.
Tangents pervade the 
novel’s exposition, result-
ing in a narrative that 
feels like it’s told by an 
overzealous grandfather who 
needs to take a break from 
watching the History Chan-
nel. At times, the level of de-
tail is painful and unneces-
sary. Dozens of characters’ 
storylines create a jumble of 
views that confuse the reader 
from any discernible theme 
or higher meaning. 
At other times, readers 
crave a small taste of deep-
er meaning from sources 
which show some promise. 
Characters such as Villa and 
Ambrose Bierce provide in-
teresting insights that Groom 
should have elaborated upon, 
but instead he focuses on 
characters who fail to move 
the story forward at all. 
Even details that show 
promise of elevating the 
story to a more grandi-
ose level, such as a scan-
dalous affair or a German 
nationalist vying to provoke 
war between Mexico and 
the U.S., fall flat because of 
Groom’s reluctance to be 
daring in his craft.
In the preface of his novel, 
Groom cautions the reader 
to take note of his deviations 
from the historical record for 
artistic purposes. But in spite 
of this warning, Groom fails 
to take advantage of these 
creative outlets: why write 
historical fiction without dar-
ing to break the rules?  
What made “Forrest 
Gump” successful was its 
inventive twist on historical 
events and the heartwarm-
ing elements of its message. 
A campy mood may have 
worked well with “Forrest 
Gump”’s emotional arc, but 
the same can’t be said about 
“El Paso.” The Chihuahua 
When searchlights flooded 
her childhood neighborhood, 
Veronica Reyes joined other 
kids from el barrio as they ran 
and hid, playing a game and 
yelling, “Chopper! Chopper!” 
Now, decades later, Reyes, 
a self-described Chicana 
malflora poet, used this 
childhood dialogue to title 
her first poetry book, “Chop-
per! Chopper!” Growing up 
in East Los Angeles, Reyes 
gives voice to the LGBT, 
Mexican-American and 
immigrant communities 
through her writing.  Reyes, a 
UT El Paso alumna, will read 
from and discuss “Chopper! 
Chopper!” on Oct. 12 at 12 
p.m. on campus as part of the 
Center for Mexican Ameri-
can Studies PlaticArte series. 
“It’s important to me to 
represent people whose sto-
ries aren’t necessarily ex-
pressed in our literature,” 
Reyes said. “I strayed toward 
poetry because I like captur-
ing that voice that is both 
rugged but at the same time 
very homegrown and very 
barrio for me.”
Typically, the LGBT com-
munity is negatively referred 
to as “la joteria,” and “malflo-
ra” or “marimacha” are terms 
often used to refer derogato-
rily to lesbians. But for Reyes, 
using these terms means tak-
ing pride in her Chicana her-
itage and LGBT culture. She 
portrays these communities 
through different narratives 
in her poems, integrating the 
hardships that these groups 
sometimes experience.
“There’s no shame in be-
ing marimacha because I’ve 
seen some marimachas that 
are tough, hardcore women 
who are hard workers and 
care for the communities,” 
Reyes said. “I’m a Chicana 
lesbian poet [and] I think 
sometimes what happens is 
people, when they hear the 
word lesbian, they always 
think, ‘Oh, you’re just go-
ing to write about sexual-
ity.’ But it’s more than that. 
It’s coupled with all your 
other experiences. You can’t 
separate it.”
Karma Chavez, associ-
ate professor in the Depart-
ment of Mexican American 
and Latina/o Studies, in-
vited Reyes to speak at UT 
after meeting her at a sym-
posium where both were 
keynote speakers on LGBT 
issues. Chavez said a lot of 
students at UT could con-
nect to Reyes’ poetry even if 
they don’t identify as LGBT 
because they can see them-
selves reflected in her cultur-
al and class background.
“I was so impressed with 
the quality of her poetry and 
the kinds of communities 
that it spoke to,” Chavez said. 
“She shows us how differ-
ent it is to be a queer person 
in a borderlands and Chi-
cano community compared 
to the kinds of coming-out 
stories we might hear from 
gay white men, for exam-
ple, and it really reflects a 
different experience.”
After taking her first 
Chicana/o literature class as 
an undergraduate student, 
Reyes was left wanting more 
representation of her own 
trials in literature. So she 
combined her experiences, 
communities and identity 
into her first poetry book.
“I remember it being very 
impactful, but also recog-
nizing, are there more sto-
ries? Where are the rest of 
the stories? Where are the 
other writers?” Reyes said. “I 
wanted to share other stories 
beyond one person’s scope, I 
wanted something that rep-
resented East LA.”
Elena Perez, a graduate 
student in the Department 
of Mexican American Stud-
ies, said she was amazed by 
the musicality of the poems 
in “Chopper! Chopper!” She 
said the poetry was lyrical 
and personal, and that in it 
she could sense a deep re-
spect for the communities 
it portrays. 
“I learned about her East 
LA, a world I’d never been to, 
through her eyes,” Perez said. 
“Poetry needs to be read out 
loud and it needs to be heard.”
Reyes hopes her work 
incites others to ex-
plore and create more 
Chicana/o literature.
“You need tenacity, perse-
verance, and you really have 
to love your craft and work at 
your craft,” Reyes said. “That’s 
part of being writer or a poet. 
Every piece has something 
sentimental because you put 
your heart into it.”
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By Alessandra Jara
@thedailytexan
Courtesy of Dr. Ernesto Chavez 
Veronica Reyes grew up in East Los Angeles and represents the Chicana/o, immigrant, femi-
nist and LGBT communities in her writing.
LOVE page 5
‘Forrest Gump’ author returns 
to fiction with aimless ‘El Paso’ 
International students’ love 
endures transpacific crossing
BOOK REVIEW | ‘EL PASO’ CAMPUS
By Morgan O’Hanlon
@mcohanlon
Courtesy of Liveright
In Winston Groom’s new novel “El Paso,” early 19th century 
tycoons clash with Pancho Villa and Mexican Revolutionaries.
EL PASO page 5
Katie Bauer | Daily Texan Staff
Taiwanese graduate students Wei-Hsiang Huang, left, and Yu-Ting Lin, right, moved to the 
United States in order to find a better life together. 
Reyes’ voice booms in first book of poetry
By Mae Hamilton
@thedailytexan
EL PASO
Length: 477 pages
Genre: Historical Fiction
Rating: 
It’s important to me to represent 
people whose stories aren’t necessarily 
expressed in our literature.”
—Veronica Reyes, 
Chicana malflora poet
